The reptiles of Mauritius are our national heritage.

Please help protect them by following 3 simple steps:
1.Take your rubbish back home
2.Use only mobile barbecue sets
3.Check your boat. Make sure you don’t take any live
animals to the islets (including rats, house geckos or
snakes)

And remember:
The best way to discover the islets is with someone
who knows them well...
Choose a skipper who is also a nature guide!

If you are a local skipper who would like to become
a nature guide please contact the Mauritian Wildlife
Foundation for free training and materials

Feel free to contact us
Email: info@ mauritian-wildlife.org
Phone: 697 6097
Website www.mauritian-wildlife.org
Facebook group: anou sap nu lezar
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—Bid you know that...

The Islets of Grand Port are an important lizard sanctuary to some Mauritian lizards
found nowhere else in the world, but today they are threatened of disappearing and
need your help.

By visiting the islets you can discover these hidden treasures!
But please make sure you do so responsibly so that they
can continue to live peacefully in their habitat for the benefit
of tourists and Mauritians alike.

Anou sap
nu lezar

The best way to discover the islets is with
someone who knows them well... Choose a
skipper who is also a nature guide!

Together with Miss-Ti we can save the lizards
of the Bay of Grand Port.

How to recognize Miss-Ti?

She is the size of your thumb with
a red T on her head, she carries
the colours of our nation on her
back.




lle Marianne

liot Chat
lle aux Singes

llot Vacoas

Mouchoir Rouge

lle des Deux Cocos

Open and closed reserves
To help our precious lizards

public although you can access the beach.

Please respect this designation and do not go

inland.

“Bouton ’s skink” (Cryptoblepharus boutoniy)

This fast moving skink with its beautiful shiny
glow still lives on lle_de la Passe

llot Vacoas
and lle aux Fouquets. Itis the only native lizard
which can also be found outside Mauritius.
Unfortunately, heating of rocks through
barbecuing and dropping of litter causes many
skinks to die every year.

populations to survive the Government has
designated llot Vacoas and lle Marianne as
closed reserves. These are closed to the
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@ Closed reserve

lle aux Fouquets/ @ Open reserve

lle au Phare
. Open nature reserve

« Lesser night gecko »
(Nactus coindemirensis)

This shy nocturnal gecko lives in the
rocks on llot Vacoas. Asitlives and lays
its eggs in the rocks along the coast it
is important not to barbecue there,
damage or cover the rocks. The lesser
night gecko is eaten and outcompeted
by the introduced house gecko. The
two species look similar but the house
gecko is stronger and literally throws
the night gecko out of his home. For this
reason the night gecko can only survive
on llot Vacoas where house gecko has
not been introduced.

Before the arrival of man some 500 years ago, Mauritius was a reptile
dominated island with beautiful giant tortoises, snakes and lizards.

Today only a few of these unique reptiles remain. .
“llot Vacoas Bojer’s skink”
(Gongylomorphus bojeri sp.)

This rare lizard looks like the Bojerls skinks on the
northern islands, but it is a unique form that is now
restricted to llot Vacoas. Once found on the other
islands in the southeast, the skinks disappeared &8
following the introduction of shrews, snakes and rats. [
llot Vacoas has remained free of these introduced
species and so the skinks survived. The introduced
species have been removed from the small island
and the skinks are being moved back to their former

“Telfair's skink” (Lelolopisma telfaini)

The biggest of the Mauritian lizards, the Telfairls skink
feeds on fruits, insects and sometimes other lizards.
As a fruit eater it disperses endemic plants. It can
be found on _lle aux Aigrettes where it has been re-
introduced from Round Island in 2006.

« Lézard vert » ou « Miss-Ti » (Phelsuma omata)
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as well as on coastal mainland Mauritius. You can spot it basking in the sun on
native plants such as Vacoas, Palmier and Latanier.

What threatens our lizards?

* Barbecuing and fire: By heating the rocks in which they live you can fry the lizards, their eggs
and offspring. Please use only mobile barbecue sets and take your oil and hot coals home.

« Litter: Reptiles will often get trapped in litter and die. Please take your rubbish home.

e Animals: Rats, shrews, snakes, chameleons, cats, dogs and even the house gecko are
a major threat to our reptiles and are one of the main reasons they are no longer found on
mainland Mauritius. Just one of these animals can wipe out a whole reptile population. Please
make sure you have none on board when setting off on your boat.




